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Long Range Discussion — October 2026
- Highlights — September

— Hot and much below normal precipitation across many areas of
the Central and Southern Plains for the second month in a row.

— Some much-needed rain for the Southern Rockies and Desert
Southwest. Heavy rain in western and northern Corn Belt. Good
precipitation across Montana and into the Northern Plains.



September Temperature Anomaly

CDAS 0.5 « Month-to-date 2m Temperature Anomaly (°F) Valid: 18z Wed 30 Sep 2026
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September Precipitation Anoma

HRAP 4 km « 30-Day Total Anomaly (Inches) Valid: 12z Wed 30 Sep 2026
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Author:
Jonathan Case
NASA/MSFC/UAH

¢ <D

September 29, 2026
(Released Thursday, Oct. 1, 2026)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

¥ Drought Impact Types:
r~ Delineates dominant impacts

S = Short-Term, typically less than
6 months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)

L = Long-Term, typically greater than
6 months (e.g. hydrology, ecology)

Intensity:

[] None

[] DO Abnormally Dry

[] D1 Moderate Drought
[7] D2 Severe Drought

[ D3 Extreme Drought
B D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx
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Drought Status Change

September 29, 2026
compared to
September 1, 2026

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - CONUS
4 Week

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

- 5 Class Degradation
- 4 Class Degradation
|:| 3 Class Degradation
I:l 2 Class Degradation
:’ 1 Class Degradation
I:l No Change

|:| 1 Class Improvement
I:l 2 Class Improvement
- 3 Class Improvement
- 4 Class Improvement
- 5 Class Improvement




Long Range Highlights - October

* Active tropical storm and hurricane activity may continue
at times in the west and southwest.

« Tropical storm and hurricane activity may pick up in the
Gulf Coast region and perhaps the Atlantic as well.

« Warmer than normal for the first half of the month before

colder temperatures and more active weather for second
half of the month.



Long Range Forecast

NMME Precipitation Forecast — November 2026 as of 10/06/2026
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Long Range Forecast

NMME Precipitation Forecast — becember 2026 as of 10/06/2026
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Long Range Forecast

NMME Precipitation Forecast — January 2027 as of 10/06/2026
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Long Range Forecast

NMME Precipitation Forecast — February 2027 as of 10/06/2026

—1 —-08 —-06 -04 -02 -—-01 0.1 0.2 0.4 .6 0.8 1

11




Long Range Forecast

NMME Precipitation Forecast — March 2027 as of 10/06/2026
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Long Range Forecast

NMME Precipitation Forecast — April 2027 as of 10/06/2026
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Long Range Forecast

Euro Model Precipitation Forecast — November 2026 as of 10/06/2026
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Clima: ECVMWF M-climate pre-compated anomaly D 2026 European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF). This sarvice is based on data and products of the ECMWE
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Long Range Forecast

Euro Model Precipitation Forecast — becember 2026 as of 10/06/2026

ECMWF Seasonal [M] 0.75° Init 00z 1 Oct 2026 » Precip Anomaly (Inches) Valid: Dec 2026
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Clima: ECMWF M-climate pre-computed anomaly © 2026 European Centre for Madium-Ranga Weather Farecasts (ECMWEF). This service is based en data and products of the ECMWE.
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Long Range Forecast

Euro Model Precipitation Forecast — January 2027 as of 10/06/2026
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Clima: ECMWF M-climate pre-comparted anomaly L 2026 European Centre for Medium-Range 'Neaﬂ;er Farecasts (ECMWF). This service is based on data and products of the ECMWE.
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Long Range Forecast

Euro Model Precipitation Forecast — February 2027 as of 10/06/2026
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Climo: ECWMWF M-climate pre-computed anomaly © 2026 European Centre for Medium-Range Wea.tl':y Forecasts (ECMWF). This service is based on data and products of the ECMWF.
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Long Range Forecast

Euro Model Precipitation Forecast — March 2027 as of 10/06/2026
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Climo: ECMWF M-climate pre-computed anomaly © 2026 European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF). This sarvice is based on data and preducts of the ECMWF.
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Long Range Forecast

Euro Model Precipitation Forecast — April 2027 as of 10/06/2026
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Clima: ECMWF M-climate pre-computed anomaly © 2026 European Centre for Mediurm-Rangs Weather Forecasts (ECMWF). This sarvice is based on data and products of the ECMWF.
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